TZ ROA Requirement Rule Proposal #8

PURPOSE OF RULE PROPOSAL:  The purpose of this proposal is to require the number of seeds tested during the Tetrazolium test to be reported on the report of analysis if less than the required 200 seeds.  
PRESENT RULE:  
l. When a stand-alone tetrazolium test is conducted the following information must be
reported under Tetrazolium Test:
(1) Percentage of viable seed as a whole number. (Refer to sec. 8.6a.)
(2) Percentage of hard seed, if applicable, as a whole number. (Refer to sec. 8.6a.)
PROPOSED RULE:
SECTION 15: REPORT OF ANALYSIS (ROA)

l. When a stand-alone tetrazolium test is conducted the following information must be
reported under Tetrazolium Test:
(1) Percentage of viable seed as a whole number. (Refer to sec. 8.6a.)
(2) Percentage of hard seed, if applicable, as a whole number. (Refer to sec. 8.6a.)
(3) Number of seeds tested if less than the required 200 seeds.
HARMONIZATION AND IMPACT STATEMENT:
Canada M&P and the FSA do not have any requirements for reporting TZ results.
ISTA only requires that the statement:  Tetrazolium test:  …..% of seeds were viable must be reported under other determinations.  Any deviations from the procedures in Section 6A must also be identified.  
SUPPORTING EVIDENCE:  The rules require 200 seeds be tested for a TZ test.  If testing less than the required 200 seeds the results may not be representative of the entire seed lot.  The tolerance tables for comparing TZ tests do not exist for testing less than 200 seeds.  If 200 seeds are not being tested this information needs to be known so the tolerance tables are not being used to determine if results are within or out of tolerance.  
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