
2024 RULE CHANGE PROPOSAL 7 

Purpose of Proposal:  To reclassify the species class of Thelesperma filifolium to Flower (F) and Range 
(R) in the AOSA Rules for Testing Seeds Volume 3, and to change the “contaminating classifications” to 
crop based on the usage of this genus, since it is sold as reclamation and wildflower seed in commerce. 

Present Rule:  

none 

Proposed Rule:  Thelesperma filifolium., stiff greenthread, Asteraceae 

Nomen 
# Scientific name Common name Family Spp 

class 
CONTAMINATING 
CLASSIFICATION 

A F H R S T V 
317113 Thelesperma filifolium Stiff greenthread Asteraceae F, R W C W C W W W 

 

Harmonization:  There is no harmonization with the ISTA Rules or the Canadian M & P in this proposal.  
The ISTA Rules and the Canadian M & P do not classify weed and crop seed through the AOSA Rules 
Volume 3.  The Federal Seed Act Regulations, based on the statement “general usage” in section 201.49 
(Other crop seed), determines the classification of a contaminating species using the AOSA Rules 
Volume 3. The impact on the seed industry would be to recognize the genus in this proposal as being in 
commerce.  Classifying this Genus as flower (F) and range (R) under the species class and as “other crop” 
(C) instead of “weed seed” (W) in the appropriate contaminant classification categories. 

Supporting Evidence:  Thelesperma spp. or greenthread is a genus native to North and South America, 
composed of herbaceous annuals and perennials with small yellow flowers and thin leaves.  All species 
found in the U.S. are native to the lower 48 states.  Thelesperma filifolium is particularly common in 
Texas as a rangeland flower that blooms profusely.  It thrives in disturbed areas and provides a source of 
nectar for pollinators where there may be little else.  The seeds provide a food source as well for 
granivorous birds.  Currently greenthread species are being sold as wildflowers by companies that 
specialize in reclamation and native flower seeds. 

References: 

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=THFIF 

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=thelesperma&family=Acanthaceae&newse
arch=true&demo= 

Companies selling Thelesperma filifolim: 

westernnativeseed.com  

everwilde.com 

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=THFIF
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=thelesperma&family=Acanthaceae&newsearch=true&demo=
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search_field=thelesperma&family=Acanthaceae&newsearch=true&demo=
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwesternnativeseed.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTodd.Erickson%40usda.gov%7Cec80a19b575049f17ce408dbfa9c229d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638379321762331761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i%2BnDIC7FkU67%2FFerH0xf4ooiizpJFtq3ak43G90PoX8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Feverwilde.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTodd.Erickson%40usda.gov%7Cec80a19b575049f17ce408dbfa9c229d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638379321762331761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=28smz1%2F6xSzeMagj2LLn%2F5jaE25LRQ8WXUTTFgK7llk%3D&reserved=0


avseeds.com 

applewoodseeds.com 

wildseedfarms.com 

trueleafmarket.com (in their Texas/Oklahoma wildflower mix) 

 

Submitted by: 

Sarah Schulthies, UDAF Seed Lab, SLC, UT 801-982-2309, sarahschulthies@utah.gov 

Terry Freeman, UDAF Seed Lab, SLC, UT 801-982-2309, terryfreeman@utah.gov. 

Date Submitted: October 5, 2023 

Note: Proposal was reviewed by Purity Subcommittee Co-chairs Nishit Patel and Deborah Meyer. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Favseeds.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTodd.Erickson%40usda.gov%7Cec80a19b575049f17ce408dbfa9c229d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638379321762331761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cfsmuyZ15ZLEr5KnCK9A6UgOK0n5ERwfDIHNVoqOt%2Bw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fapplewoodseeds.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTodd.Erickson%40usda.gov%7Cec80a19b575049f17ce408dbfa9c229d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638379321762331761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o4tEdr%2FgHmzoKUf5rc59YIYjo%2BCmrX2VNdP84%2BwuBcU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwildseedfarms.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTodd.Erickson%40usda.gov%7Cec80a19b575049f17ce408dbfa9c229d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638379321762331761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kkGwJgK9oaErIMiG1m%2BuNx64yw%2BkfMBiKajjot1okDk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrueleafmarket.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTodd.Erickson%40usda.gov%7Cec80a19b575049f17ce408dbfa9c229d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638379321762331761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ww0zjGUaMthvavO7%2FrEEvXSi3Sn1C%2BrPOgwQ0rZBcuk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:sarahschulties@utah.gov

