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2026 AOSA Rule Proposal 

Purpose of proposal: 

Provide guideline for adding and updating nomenclature and common name in the Rules. 

 

Present rule: AOSA Volume 1 Introduction 

This four-volume document constitutes the official AOSA statement regarding seed testing procedures 
and is referred to as the AOSA Rules for Testing Seeds or the “Rules.” The four volumes are as follows: 

AOSA Rules for Testing Seeds Volume 1. Principles and Procedures  
AOSA Rules for Testing Seeds Volume 2. Uniform Blowing Procedure  
AOSA Rules for Testing Seeds Volume 3. Uniform Classification of Weed and Crop Seeds  
AOSA Rules for Testing Seeds Volume 4. Seedling Evaluation  
 
Changes or additions to any of these documents cannot be considered official until proposed to and 
accepted by the AOSA and SCST memberships in the general business meeting at an annual convention 
of the associations. Additional directions for updating Volume 3, Uniform Classification of Weed and 
Crop Seeds, are found on page viii of that volume.  
 

Proposed rule 

This four-volume document constitutes the official AOSA statement regarding seed testing procedures 
and is referred to as the AOSA Rules for Testing Seeds or the “Rules.” The four volumes are as follows: 

AOSA Rules for Testing Seeds Volume 1. Principles and Procedures  
AOSA Rules for Testing Seeds Volume 2. Uniform Blowing Procedure  
AOSA Rules for Testing Seeds Volume 3. Uniform Classification of Weed and Crop Seeds  
AOSA Rules for Testing Seeds Volume 4. Seedling Evaluation  
 
Changes or additions to any of these documents cannot be considered official until proposed to and 
accepted by the AOSA and SCST memberships in the general business meeting at an annual convention 
of the associations. Nomenclature across AOSA Rules shall follow the USDA Germplasm Resources 
Information Network (GRIN) taxonomy. Common names will be based on the English names listed in 
both the USDA GRIN and USDA PLANTS Database. Both common and scientific names will be reviewed 
and updated periodically to maintain consistency and accuracy across all volumes of the Rules. 
Additional directions for updating Volume 3, Uniform Classification of Weed and Crop Seeds, are found 
on page viii of that volume. 
 
Harmonization and Impact statement: 

This proposal is meant to provide a clear guideline on updating common names and nomenclature in the 
Rules.  It was put together as a part of the effort to ensure the consistency throughout the Rules. 
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